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to carry ofFfrom Crete to the sacred soil of Athens, though he
had no joy of her, for before their journey's end Dionysus
brought word to Artemis, and she killed her in sea-girt Dia.
'Maera too, and Clymene I saw, and the hateful Eriphyle,
who bartered her own husband's life for lucre. Indeed I could
not tell you the tales, nor even give you the names, of all the
great men's wives and daughters whom I saw, for before I had
done the livelong night would have slipped away.
'But now the time has come for me to go and sleep, whether
I join my crew on board or remain in your palace. As for my
journey, I leave the arrangements in the gods' hands and m
yours/
Odysseus came to a stop. And such was the spell he had cast on
the entire company that not a sound was heard in the whole
length of that shadowy hall, till white-armed Arete broke the
silence at last.
'Phaeacians/ she said, 'what is your verdict, now that you
have seen the looks and stature of our guest and have sampled
his wisdom? My guest, I should have said. But each of you shares
in the honour. So do not send him on his way with undue haste,
nor stint your generosity to one who stands in such sore need.
For heaven has filled your homes with riches.'
The venerable lord Echeneus, the oldest man among them,
followed this up.l My friends/ he said, * our wise queen's advice
goes straight to the mark and is just what we might have ex-
pected. I think you should follow it. But it rests with Alcinous
here to say the word and take the appropriate action/
Alcinous replied without hesitation: *As I live and rule this
sailor folk, it shall be so. But our guest must curb his eagerness to
get home and make up his mind to stay till tomorrow, so as to
give me time to fulfil my generous plans. Meanwhile his passage
home shall be the concern of the whole people, and my own in
particular, since I am monarch here.'
'Lord Alcinous, my most worshipful prince/ Odysseus dis-
creetly put in, 'nothing would suit me better than that you
should press me to stay among you even for a year, provided

